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THINK

ACADEMY January 2023

Dear THINK Academy Families,

Happy New Year! | hope everyone had a wonderful winter break and an opportunity to enjoy time with
family. The start of a new year often brings a sense of renewal and hope for the months to come. As we
begin 2023, | hope this year brings you and your family much joy, health, and happiness.

As we continue to navigate winter weather, any future inclement weather days will result in at-home or
virtual learning days. Teachers will communicate via SeeSaw with your child’s specific plans for the day.
We ask families to do what they can to complete these tasks and reach out to their child’s teacher with
any questions or concerns that may arise. If internet access is a concern, please reach out to your child’s
teacher and we will work with you.

The new gym is nearing completion. We are waiting for an air handler unit to arrive. Unfortunately, this was
delayed and we anticipate it arriving in early January. As soon as this arrives, we will be able to set a date
for an Open House for the community to see this new beautiful space. | am so excited for you to see this
new gym area! We have had an absolutely incredible construction crew working on this project!

December was certainly a busy and exciting month at THINK! We had another successful Run Run Rudolph
event! Thank you to the many people who made this happen including our amazing PTS, parent
volunteers, and staff members. A crew ensured the race route was safe for participants. We had about 170
runners and walkers! It was truly an exciting morning! This year we started a new tradition by having a
THINK Academy float in the Rudolph Country Christmas parade. Thank you to those who were able to join
or wave to us along the parade route! To wrap up the month, we were able to bring back our Holiday
Concert at the PAC. Our students did such an amazing job! | was so proud of them and their hard work.
Thank you to Mrs. Lori Thompson for preparing our students for this special event. | appreciate everyone
who was able to attend to support our students!

During these winter months as we anticipate more snow, students need to wear hats, gloves, a winter
coat, boots and snow pants for recess. If you need snow gear for your children, (hats, gloves, snow pants,
boots), please contact Olivia Baehman at olivia.baehman@wrps.net or Amy Fuller at THINK Academy.
Students will be going outside for recess unless it is too cold or the weather is too wet. If the air
temperatures are below zero or the wind chill is too low, then students will remain inside for recess. If
students do not have boots and snow pants, they will not be allowed to play in the snow.

Thank you for your continued support this school year. On behalf of the entire staff at THINK Academy,
Happy New Year!

Respectfully,
Christine Slattery



Mark Your
Calendar

January 2
Return from Winter Break

January 6
Spirit Day
Green/Gold/Packer Colors

January 9
Cup Stacking Club
3:45:-4:30

January 11
Vision Screenings

January 13
Spirit Day
Red/White/THINK apparel

January 16
NO SCHOOL - PD Day

January 20
Spirit Day
Dress as a Teacher/Staff
Member

January 23
Cup Stacking Club
3:45 - 4:30

January 27
Spirit Day
Crazy Hair Day

January 30
Cup Stacking Club
3:45 - 4:30

Schierl Tire Christmas Coloring Contest
Winner!

Allison Hamm
Allison won herself a VISA Gift Card and
THINK Academy $175.00.

i

Congratulations to
Liam Mancl! Liam
won the 8-9 year
old Boys Division
for the Elks Hoop

Shoot.




YOUTHSUCCESS DT RRE
cnnllrln“ e b’ Please consider bringing in yF)u,- old

and/or burnt out Christmas lights to
the recycling box which is in the main
hallway by. the office. These are taken
to Express Recycle in Wisconsin

A United Way of South Wood & Adams Counties Coalition

Meet New Coalition Member: Big *

Brothers Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin SR h e deherated dre
‘etu rned back to THINK Academy!
Thank you!
| % * 3

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin
(BBBSCW) is excited to bring youth mentoring to
the Wisconsin Rapids area. Our mission is to create
and support one-to-one mentoring relationships
that ignite the power and promise of youth. Our
agency offers two mentoring options for children
ages 5-17 to take part in. Each program asks for a
year commitment to make the most out of the
mentoring relationship.

The traditional Community-Based program would
allow a child and mentor to take part in low-cost/
no-cost activities around the Wisconsin Rapids
area. These activities could include going to a
library, park, going for walks or bike rides,

attending community events, or partaking in o S -
favorite hobbies. Matches would meet 2-4 times a Happy Blrthday in January...
month for about an hour each time. Imogene Schultz, Ben Briggs, Khloe Dvoran,
Additionally, in partnership with Howe Elementary  Demi Ruesch, Ms. Cheryl Burmeister, Ms.
School, we are excited to pilot our Site-Based Haley Beyer, Gage Zellner, Mrs. Matulewicz,

program. Elementary students would meet once a . : :
week with their mentor at school, during their Grady Gillette, Lincoln Hilgart, Mrs.

school day for 30-45 minutes. Each week they Bergerson, Maizy Mack, Colton Pelot,

‘gtlks,iagisggg#;\./e lunch together or have time Swisher, Jax O'Keefe

BBBSCW believes every child has the potential to

do exceptional things. All children, regardless of o : O
background, can benefit from having a positive ‘ 1
influence in their life that can give them undivided
attention. Someone that can remind them how
important they are and give them a safe space to
express their thoughts, feelings and aspirations.

To learn more, please contact Beth Kohnert,
Director of Operations, at bethk@bigimpact.org or

715-341-0661.

WRPS Cup Stacking Club for
3rd-4th-5th Grades

January 9, 23, and 30
3:45 pm -4:30 pm

United Way of South
Wood & Adams Counties



Greetings,

Our school is participating in Wisconsin Harvest of the Month! Harvest of the Month is a
statewide campaign that encourages students to eat more fruits and vegetables. Each month,
our school will feature one Wisconsin-grown fruit or vegetable that is seasonally available. We
will encourage students to taste, explore, and learn about the importance of eating fruits and
vegetables in the classroom and cafeteria.

Watch the school menu and Harvest of the Month page on the WRPS website for more

information about the Harvest of the Month fruits and vegetables. We will feature fruits and
veggies from this list:

apples
* winter squash
autumn broccoli
* cranberries
* kale

© carrots

i sweet potatoes
winter cabbage

. potato% o )
* beets !
- greens 3 . {;w A
* asparagus e - ~ A ?. ’
25 ol @
« summer squash Vo ’ e
) é o

- sweet peas
* lettuce
* radish
summer [NSAtN
¢ corn
Ask your child about Harvest of the Month foods and prepare these foods at home. Providing
many opportunities for your child to try new foods is important for building healthy eating
habits and adventurous eaters.

« cucumber

We hope you join us in this opportunity to promote eating fruits and vegetables!

Fo 0|‘ Wisconsin Harvest of the Month is a project of The University of
Wisconsin- Madison Division of Extension FoodWIlse program.
l FoodWiIse education is funded by the USDA Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program— SNAP and
: Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program - EFNEP. An EEO/AA employer, University of
Healthy choices, healthy Ivos.— \A/isconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and

UW-MADISON EXTENSION programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act requirements.
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FEEDING OUR COMMUNITIES WITH UNITED SERVICES

NEIGHBORHOOD MEALS

**Formerly known as The Neighborhood Table**

A community meal program for those in need of a free meal and/or the
companionship of others while sharing a meal.

Please Join Us!

* Thursdays Only

* Open to the public, no reservations necessary

* Serving 4:30-6:00 PM in house sit down meals only
* No carry outs!

* Doors will open at 4:15 PM for seating

* We ask that guests arrive no later than 5:45 PM

* 2321 W Grand Ave (our new home)

We look forward to serving you.
*Please note that we are not open on Holidays or if the schools close for weather related reasons.



ﬂ WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
%@ ?/ HEALTH SERVICES

Important Update on
BadgerCare and
Medicaid Renewals

During the COVID-19 public health emergency, special
rules have been in place pausing BadgerCare Plus and
Medicaid renewals and terminations. This has allowed
members to keep their health insurance even if there is a
change to their situation--like their household size or
income--that would normally make them lose their
insurance.

Though the public health emergency is still in effect, the
federal government has passed a bill to end the policy of
continuous Medicaid eligibility beginning April 1, 2023.
This means these special rules for Medicaid and
BadgerCare are allowed to come to an end beginning at
that time.



covermg
Wisconsin

Connect to Care, Engage in Health

Covering Wisconsin helps anyone within
Wisconsin on securing health insurance
coverage, seeking timely care, and
navigating the healthcare system.

Expert Health Insurance Navigators are federally-
licensed to provide free help year-around.
Navigators can:

o Compare plans and prices across coverage options

e Submit applications for Healthcare.gov, BadgerCare
Plus or Medicaid

e Answer health insurance questions - big and small

e Resolve billing or coverage problems

e File eligibility appeals

e and more!

Contact:
Sue Lane 715-221-5700 or
lane.susan@marshfieldclinic.org
Vanessa Silva (spanish) 715-221-5700 ext. 52285
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